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British cloths, consisting of piece goods, muslins, and broad
cloths, cutlery, glass-ware, and native manufactures, are all
exposed for sale, and are principally imported by the inhabi-
tants of the province** in the sea-going boats, which have been
already described.

llth, Commerce has materially contributed to produce
this great and -prosperous change, and no little credit is due
to the judgment which originally selected this as the site for
the principal civil station of the province. Its harbour is
decidedly inferior to that of Kyouk Phyoo, but the country
by which it is surrounded, forms the granary of the province,
and rice which must for many years to come constitute the
principal article of export, can only be obtained here in quan-
tities sufficiently great to insure full cargoes to the vessels
which are engaged in the trade: it would be quite impossi-
ble were it even desirable to divert this branch of commerce
to any other locality, and a very superficial view of the ques-
tion would suffice, we might imagine, to point out the expe-
diency of adopting every plan likely to facilitate, and give
permanency to the trade of this port; yet, strange to
say, no pains have been spared to obtain the sanction of
Government to the removal of the principal civil station
from Akyab to Kyouk Phyoo, where little or no trade now
exists, or at any former period ever existed, and which,
however valuable as a military position, must be utterly
useless as a commercial depot, until the dark forests which
cover the.whole line of coast, from Aeng to San do way, have
fallen before the industry of an agricultural population still
unborn.

ISth. In healthiness, the official returns shew, that during
the time detachments of regulars were stationed at Akyab,
they enjoyed, generally, as great an immunity from suffering
as the troops at Kyouk Phyoo or Sandoway, no serious dif-
ference in the proportion of sick appearing in such of these
documents as I have had an opportunity of examining. The
island is generally free from forest, and the soil is of a light
sandy, porous description, which rapidly absorbs moisture,
leaves the surface again dry very shortly after a fall of